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Office of Independent Counsel § 701.19 

sought in furtherance of scholarly re-
search. 

(7) The term noncommercial scientific 
institution refers to an institution that 
is not operated on a ‘‘commercial’’ 
basis as that term is referenced in 
paragraph (j)(5) of this section, and 
which is operated solely for the pur-
pose of conducting scientific research, 
the results of which are not intended to 
promote any particular product or in-
dustry. To be eligible for inclusion in 
this category, a requester must show 
that the request is being made as au-
thorized by and under the auspices of a 
qualifying institution and that the 
records are not sought for a commer-
cial use, but are sought in furtherance 
of scientific research. 

(8) The term representative of the news 
media refers to any person actively 
gathering news for an entity that is or-
ganized and operated to publish or 
broadcast news to the public. The term 
news means information that is about 
current events or that would be of cur-
rent interest to the public. Examples of 
news media entities include television 
or radio stations broadcasting to the 
public at large, and publishers of peri-
odicals (but only in those instances 
when they can qualify as disseminators 
of ‘‘news’’) who make their products 
available for purchase or subscription 
by the general public. For ‘‘freelance’’ 

journalists to be regarded as working 
for a news organization, they must 
demonstrate a solid basis for expecting 
publication through that organization; 
a publication contract would be the 
clearest proof, but the Office shall also 
look to the past publication record of a 
requester in making this determina-
tion. To be eligible for inclusion in this 
category, a requester also must not be 
seeking the requested records for a 
commercial use. In this regard, a re-
quest for records supporting the news 
dissemination function of the requester 
shall not be considered to be for a com-
mercial use. 

(k) Charges for other services and mate-
rials. Apart from the other provisions 
of this section, when the Office elects, 
as a matter of administrative discre-
tion, to comply with a request for a 
special service or materials, such as 
certifying that records are true copies 
or sending them other than by ordi-
nary mail, the actual direct costs of 
providing the service or materials shall 
be charged. 

§ 701.19 Other rights and services. 

Nothing in this part shall be con-
strued to entitle any person, as of 
right, to any service or to the disclo-
sure of any record to which such person 
is not entitled under 5 U.S.C. 552. 
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